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Dear Sirs 

In response to a phone call from the honorable examiner BOAKYE, 
Alexander dated January 10, 2009, the abstract is amended to include less 
than 1 50 words and to comply with 37 CFR 1. 72. 

The abstract is amended by deleting the second paragraph of the 
abstract and to include the term " an apparatus and " in line 1 of the abstract. 

A marked version of the abstract: 

The invention provides an apparatus and a method for allocating 
upstream bandwidth of a shared upstream channel of an optical network, the 
optical network interconnecting an apparatus with at least a first network unit 
and a second network unit, the method includes the stages of: (i) receiving 
requests for transmitting information towards the apparatus; and (ii) issuing 
data grants in response to at least the requests; wherein at least one data 
grant authorizes a first network unit to transmit data at a first bit-rate during at 
least one time-slot and at least one other data grant authorizes a second 
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network unit to transmit data at a second bit-rate during at least one other 
time-slot, whereas the second bit-rate differs from the first bit-rate. 

Tho i nvent i on prov i des an apparatus that i nc l udes: ( i ) a transm i tter for 
transm i tt i ng i nformat i on towards at loast a f i rst network un i t and a second 
n e twork un i t; ( ii ) a r e c ei v e r for r e c ei v i ng i nformat i on transm i tt e d from at le ast 
ono network un i t; and ( iii ) a mod i a accoss contro ll er for i ssu i ng data grants; 
wh e r ei n at le ast on e data grant author i zes a f i rst n e twork un i t to transm i t data 
at a f i rst b i t - rat o dur i ng at lo ast ono timo - slot and at lo ast on o oth e r data grant 
author i zes a second network un i t to transm i t data at a second b i t - rato dur i ng 
at l oast ono othor t i mo - s l ot, whoroas tho second b i t - rato d i ffers from tho f i rst 
b i t rate. 

A clean version of the abstract: 

The invention provides an apparatus and a method for allocating 
upstream bandwidth of a shared upstream channel of an optical network, the 
optical network interconnecting an apparatus with at least a first network unit 
and a second network unit, the method includes the stages of: (i) receiving 
requests for transmitting information towards the apparatus; and (ii) issuing 
data grants in response to at least the requests; wherein at least one data 
grant authorizes a first network unit to transmit data at a first bit-rate during at 
least one time-slot and at least one other data grant authorizes a second 
network unit to transmit data at a second bit-rate during at least one other 
time-slot, whereas the second bit-rate differs from the first bit-rate. 
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